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Presidents Welcome 
 

As President of AADDM, I would like to extend a warm welcome to those who are attending 
2017 AADDM conference, Come to your senses in Adelaide. It is encouraging to see strong 
attendance by interstate participants and the enthusiastic support for this conference by 
local medical and allied health colleagues. I am particularly looking forward to hearing about 
some of the South Australian initiatives, especially those that cross sectors and build on 
novel partnerships. 
 
The health of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) remains much 
poorer than that of the general population, in part due to preventable or treatable health 
conditions. This year's conference continues the approach established in previous AADDM 
conferences of providing a stimulating programme of direct relevance to clinical practice 
and to forging networks through the health system and across disciplines. You will hear 
directly from experienced world experts in genetics of IDD, specialised clinicians working at 
the coal face of health services and those involved in innovative partnerships seeking to 
deliver better health care.  
 
AADDM is a small but growing organisation dedicated to improving the health of children, 
young people and adults with IDD. We welcome new medical and allied health members, 
and encourage you all to join with us in contributing to improved healthcare and health 
outcomes for people with IDD. 
 
I would like to thank those involved in planning this year's conference and for the vision and 
effort into making an idea into a reality. Special thanks must go to Dr Christel Burton and Dr 
Margaret Kyrkou, but they had strong team of enthusiastic volunteers behind them.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

COME TO YOUR SENSES IN ADELAIDE CONFERENCE 2017 
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Conference Organisation 

Conference committee  

Dr Christel Burton, Dr Margaret Kyrkou, Nicole Kyrkou, Dr John Entwhistle, Dr Jessica Smith 

Acknowledgements 

The conference committee thanks Mr Dan Pua for is assistance in uploading the conference 
material onto the AADDM website. Also thanks to Mr Henry Andrews for his photography of 
the conference and to Mr Steve Kyrkou and Mr Andrew Burton for their practical assistance. 

Programme information 

Sessions 

Please be seated at the beginning of a session  

Copies of conference papers 

No conference proceedings will be produced. Conference papers are available at the 
discretion of presenters, and delegates are asked to contact speakers directly in order to 
obtain copies.  

Photography 

If you object to have your picture taken during the conference proceedings or dinner please 
make yourself known to the photographer. Photos will be used on the AADDM website and 
the AADDM newsletter. 
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Conference Programme and maps 

Programme 

Friday 5th May 2017 
Women’s and Children’s Hospital Adelaide: Main Lecture Theatre 

8:00 – 8:30 REGISTRATION 

8:30 – 8:35 
Before we begin 

Dr Christel Burton 

8:35 – 8:50 
Official opening 

Dr Jacqueline  Small 

9:00 – 9:45 
Key Note 1:  Neurodevelopment and Genetics 

Professor Jozef Gecz 

9:45-10:30 
Key Note 2: Neurodevelopment and Genetics 2 

Professor Ted Brown 

10:30-11:00 Questions for Professor Ted Brown and Professor Jozef Gecz 

11:00-11:30 MORNING TEA 

11:30– 12:45 
Interactive Case Presentation: ASD, Genetics and a DSM 5 condition in an 

adult with ASD 
Dr Jenny Curran, Dr Margaret Kyrkou and Dr Jane Nugent 

12:45- 13:30 LUNCH 

13:30- 13:45 
The Bob Davis Award: Oration 

Dr Jaqueline Small 

1345 – 15:00 
Miscommunicating the senses: Implications of interoception in clinical practice 

Dr Jenny Curran, Dr Emma Goodall and Nicole Kyrkou 

15:00 – 15:15 AFTERNOON TEA 

15:15– 15:40 
Procedural Sedation 

Dr John Entwistle, Kerry Rye RN and Corrine Maher RN  

15:40 – 16:00 
Panel Discussion re Procedural Sedation 

Dr Graham Cato, Dr John Entwistle, Kerry Rye RN, Corrine Maher RN and Dr 
Margaret Kyrkou 

16:00-16:20 
CEDARS : Mental and Physical Health consultancy service for children with a 

disability. 
Nicole Kyrkou and Dr Christel Burton 

16:20 – 16:50 
Autism, Anxiety and Antipsychotics 

Dr Mohammad Usman 

16:50 – 17:00 
Conference close 

Dr Christel Burton and Dr Margaret Kyrkou 
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Directions 

The Queen Victoria Lecture Theatre is the main lecture theatre of the Adelaide Women’s 
and Children’s Hospital. Enter off Kermode street, and straight in front you will see stairs. 
Walk up the stairs to level one and TURN LEFT. Walk along the corridor, past the play café 
(on the right) and take the FIRST RIGHT. Directly, you will pass the ‘Starlight Foundation’ on 
your left and the next left is the Queen Victoria Lecture Theatre. There will be signage with 
the AADDM conference logo along the route.  
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Women’s and Children’s Hospital Campus 
72 King William Road, North Adelaide  

 

Queen Victoria Lecture Theatre, Level 1 Zone D 

Zone F 
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Entrance 

Take the stairs to level 1 
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Conference Speakers 

Jozef Gécz, PhD is an NH&MRC Senior Research Fellow and 

Professor of Human Genetics at the Adelaide 
Medical School. He discovered or contributed to 
the discovery of numerous genes for various forms 
of neurodevelopmental disabilities including 
cerebral palsy. He will present on the new genetic 
technologies which are transforming the diagnosis 
of neurodevelopmental disability. 

W. Ted Brown, MD, PhD, is the recently retired Director of the 

New York State Institute for Basic Research (IBR) in 
Developmental Disabilities, Staten Island, N Y. (He 
recently moved to Sydney, married Dr Jacqueline 
Small, and is now a Visiting Professor at University of 
Sydney). Much of his research has focused on the 
Fragile X syndrome, autism, and progeria. He was the 
first to describe a relationship between autism and the 
Fragile X syndrome. He will describe progress being 
made in these areas and new developments in 

genetics. 

Dr Margaret Kyrkou Margaret Kyrkou has over 30 years of 

experience working with people with 
intellectual disability, and autism spectrum 
disorder, both professionally and 
personally. She works at the Centre for 
Disability Health seeing children and young 
people with intellectual disability, autism 
spectrum  and challenging behaviour, and 
lectures in health issues in disability 

studies at Flinders University. Margaret was awarded an OAM for 
services to children with disability, and completed a PhD in Disability 
Studies. She is an AADDM Committee Member 

 

Dr Jenny Curran: Dr Jenny Curran is a Senior Consultant Psychiatrist 

in Intellectual Disability Psychiatry working with the 
South Australian government. 

Jenny has a special interest in the autism spectrum 
and emotional development, behaviour and mental 
health. She enjoys working with families and with 
educators as well as directly with the person on the 
spectrum. Currently Jenny works with children and 
young people with developmental disability. She 
trained in the UK and has worked with adults on the 

spectrum as colleagues and as patients. 
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Jenny is currently researching the physical aspects of infant and child 
development that may impact on emotional development, 
including atypical sensory processing by the interoceptive system, as 
well as the potential emotional impacts of a atypical motor/movement 
functioning and development, both of which are associated with the 
autism spectrum. 

  

Dr Jane Nugent: A General Practitioner with a Degree and 

Postgraduate Diploma in Pharmacology.   Over the 
years she has taught foundation bioscience and 
pharmacology to both undergraduate and 
postgraduate health professionals in tertiary 
institutions across NZ and Australia.  

Her clinical area of special interest is caring for 
complex patients with multiple co-morbidities 
and/or those exposed to polypharmacy. Her 

passion remains the targeted teaching of clinically focused 
bioscience/pharmacology aimed at improving clinical confidence and 
competence with the specific goal of minimizing the risk of               
‘medication/medical error’. 

 

Dr Emma Goodall PhD: Dr Goodall is the senior autism adviser for 

DECD.  She has been trialling a number of 
innovative approaches in SA schools and 
preschools to meet the needs of students 
on the autism spectrum. This includes the 
use of in depth pro-formas to get a good 
overview of individual presentations of 
autism and the impact of this on teaching 
and learning in all sensory areas including 

interoception. 

 

Nicole Kyrkou: Nicole Kyrkou is a Developmental Educator, a multi-

disciplinary disability specialist with an interest 
in the interface between disability, health and 
behaviour. She currently works for the 
Department for Education and Child 
Development in the role of Program Manager 
Complex Needs and Mental Health. This work 
has been focused on how we can better respond 
to the complex and challenging needs of 
children and young people with disability within 
education.  
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Dr John Entwistle: Senior specialist general practitioner in the field 

of disability. As the father of a wonderful woman 
with an intellectual disability, John brings a personal 
understanding to his work as a GP in Adelaide 
where he has worked for nearly 40 years. He also 
works at the Centre for Disability Health, Modbury 
Hospital, was a long term state and federal member 
of the Minister’s Advisory Council on Disability and 
member of boards of NGOs, and the SA Council for 
Intellectual Disability. 

Kerry Rye is a Registered nurse with a graduate diploma in mental 

health nursing.  She works at the Centre 
for Disabilty Health in the role of Clinical 
Practice Consultant.  The focus of her 
work is mainly in the area of child and 
adolescent dual disability emotional and 
physical wellbeing and health.  She has 
been working as a nurse in the area of 

Intellectual disability health since 2001 and actively involved in trialing 
midazolam doses prior to prescribing for seizure management and then 
for pre-procedure sedation. 

 Corrine Maher: Mental health nurse. Bio/ photo pending  

Dr Mohammad Usman: Psychiatrist paediatric developmental 

disability. Psychiatrist Adolescent Services Enfield 
Campus.  

 

 

 

Dr Christel Burton: As a medical consultant for the Access 

Assistant Program in SA, Dr Burton has helped 
children with disabilities to attend government and 
private schools. Dr Burton hopes her work will help 
other GPs recognise that working with children with 
disabilities is not as daunting as it first seems and 
that they can develop a supportive relationship 
with parents and carers. Dr Burton is an executive 
member of AADDM. 

 
Conference powerpoint presentations will be available on the AADDM Website during the week 
following the Conference  Day 
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Attendees 

Name Organisation State 

Dr Christel Burton WCHN Disability Services SA 

Joan Altmann WCHN Disability Services SA 

Prof Ted Brown Sydney University NSW 

Prof Josef Gecz Adelaide Medical School SA 
Prof Julian Trollor UNSW Medicine NSW 

Dr Jacqueline Small NSW Health NSW 

Dr Graham Cato OAM Balnarring Village Medical Centre VIC 

Liz Thompson SAL Consulting NSW 
Alexis Berry Developmental Assessment Service NSW 

Dr Margaret Kyrkou DCSI - Centre for Disability Health SA 

Sasi Sivakumar Modbury Special School SA 
Aline Smith The Village Medical Practice NSW 

Vanessa Timbrell WCH SA 

Dr Deepa Singhal ACT Pain Centre ACT 

Dave Harley QCIDD QLD 

Gillian Eastgate QCIDD QLD 

Julie Gibson QCIDD QLD 

Cathy Franklin QCIDD QLD 
Matt Sellen QCIDD QLD 

John Entwistle CDH Modbury Hospital SA 

Anne Kynaston Children's Health Queensland QLD 
Corrine Maher CDH Modbury Hospital SA 

Kerry Rye CDH Modbury Hospital SA 

Mohammed Usman WCH SA 

Dr John Goswell Lochinvar Medical Centre NSW 

Felicity Goswell Lochinvar Medical Centre NSW 

Jo Starkey WCHN Disability Services SA 

Carolyn Patterson DECD SA 

Helen Daniele DECD SA 

Nicole Kyrkou DECD SA 

Sue Goodall Disability SA SA 

Rummana Afreen Westmead public hospital NSW 
Dr Emma Goodall Healthy Possibilities Ltd SA 

Jane Nugent Healthy Possibilities Ltd SA 

Wendy Gordon WCHN Disability Services SA 
Tracey Szanto Agency for Clinical innovation NSW 

Jodi-Ann Hoculi WCHN Disability Services SA 

Jenny Curran CDH Modbury Hospital SA 

Dr Christine Poole WCH Community Child Health SA 
Dr Lynette Lee Adaptive Care Systems NSW 

Seeta Durvasula Centre for Disability Studies NSW 

Dr Dioni Tai Northern Community Mental Health Service SA 
Maggie Woehle DCSI - Disability Services SA 

Marianne Moyle DCSI - Disability Services SA 

Dr Marianne Yanni   

Assoc Prof Dennis Liu Northern Adelaide Mental Health SA 
Bob Davis CDDH VIC 
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About AADDM  

The Australian Association of Developmental Disability Medicine (AADDM) was formed in 2002 as a 
network of doctors with and interest in pursuing to improve the health of people with intellectual 
and developmental disability. In 2016 AADDM expanded it’s membership to include allied health and 
nursing and anyone with a demonstrated professional interest in the field of disability. The main 
focuses are the professional development of its members and political advocacy. The committee 
hold s quarterly teleconferences and holds conferences. The AADDM newsletter is produced to 
connect members throughout the networks. AADDM has been and continues to be a major 
contributor to government policy with a remarkable history of successful advocacy leading to 
widespread changes in healthcare delivery throughout Australia. 

Join AADDM support these activities and be part of an effective association that provides 
information and support and continues to improve the health of people with developmental 
disability in Australia.  

For membership application and renewal see 

www.http://aaddm.com.au/ 

 

AADDM Executive and Committee members 

President: Dr Jaqueline Small  

Vice President: Dr Julian Trollor 

Secretary: Dr Cathy Franklin 

Treasurer: Dr Jane Law 

Other Committee Members:  Dr Christel Burton, Adjunct Professor Bob Davis, Dr Seeta Durasula, Dr 
John Entwistle Dr Margaret Kyrkou, Professor Nick Lennox, Dr Helen Lennard, Dr Jess Smith, Dr 
Elizabeth Thompson, Dr Jenny Torr. 

 

http://www.http/aaddm.com.au/
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